FINALS ELIGIBILITY

Many clubs at this time of the year are enquiring about finals’ eligibility for their players.  Following is a list of WRFL Rules relating to finals’ eligibility, and also examples that may help Clubs with their concerns.  

Should a club have a concern over an individual players finals qualifications, we can double-check on your behalf only via a formal email (d.newton@wrfl.asn.au), and made by the administrators at the clubs.  Phone-calls by coaches/supporters etc to the WRFL will be informed to channel their inquiry through the club administrator.  This process is in place for your protection by ensuring that we can do a proper check and also ensuring that we understand the enquiry properly. Playing an ineligible player in a finals game will result in the game being awarded to the opposing team.

Follow these steps to check the number of games a player has played in any WRFL Competition. 
· Click on the Fixture / Results / Ladders link on the menu

· Click on Results for one of the competitions the player has played in

· Click on your club name on the results table – This will take you to your teams web page

· Click on “players” from the menu on the left hand side of the screen

· This will bring up a full list of all the players that have played in that competition.

· By clicking on a players name you will see the game log for the player for any comp they play in
· If the game log is believed to be incorrect, submit a request and the teamsheets will be checked.

7. ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS FOR FINALS 

7.1 Eligibility of Seniors Players in Finals Games 

(a)
To be eligible for Senior grade finals games, players must play a minimum of six (6) home and away games with that club. Any player who has played half the home and away games plus one (1) game during the season with teams in a higher grade, may not play in a finals game, in a lower grade, players who play in two (2) or more games in the same weekend can only count the game played in the higher grade as qualifying for finals. 

For competitions with odd number of games the scenario is as follows:

17 games / 2 = 8½ + 1 = 9 ½ games. If he played 10 games in the higher grade he cannot play the lower grade.

15 games / 2 = 7½ + 1 = 8 ½ games. If he has played 9 games he can’t play in a lower grade. If he has played 8 he is eligible to play in lower grade.

Player B has played 10 games in Division 2 Seniors and has played 14 Reserves games (i.e. on 7 weekends he played both Seniors and Reserves) – he cannot qualify for Reserves finals as he has played 10 Division 2 Senior games and 8 Reserves games.  

Prior to Junior finals Player C has played 15 games in the Under 16 competition and 9 games in the Under 18 competition. He cannot play for the Under 16 team as he has qualified in  9 Under 18 games and 7 Under 16 games. 

(b) Clubs who have their Senior and Reserve grade teams or their Reserves and Under 18 teams (subject to two year rule) playing in finals games on the same weekend will be allowed free interchange of players for that weekends finals games provided they do not play more than one (1) game on the same weekend (unless special circumstances arise, which must be approved by the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) or representative). This regulation can be altered by the Executive if the number of home and away games change or other circumstances arise. Any change must be circulated to clubs as soon as possible. 

Player D’s club has Seniors and Reserves in the Finals.  Player C has played 18 games in the Seniors.  The Club is permitted to drop the player to the reserves should the Seniors be playing on the same weekend.  Should the Seniors be eliminated from the finals, or not play on the same weekend as the Reserves, player D  is not eligible to play further games in the Reserves.  

Player E  plays in his Club’s Reserves in the first week of the finals. Later on the same day he plays in the Senior team.  The Club is deemed to have played an ineligible player in the Seniors and forfeits the game.  

(c) Subject to regulation 7.1 (b), to be eligible for Reserves grade finals games players must have played in at least two (2) Reserves grade games in that season. 

A player who has not reached the cut off point for games in the seniors (ie 10) can play in finals games in the reserves provided he has qualified in at least 2 reserves games. Rule 7.1 (b) overrides this in the event that both senior and reserve grades are playing in finals on the same weekend. 

7.2 Eligibility of Under Age Players in Finals Games 

(a) 
To be eligible for Junior grade finals games, players must play a minimum of four (4) home and away games with that club. Two (2) of these four (4) games must have been in the team he/she is wishing to represent in the finals. Any player who has played half the home and away games less any byes plus one (1) game during the season with teams in a higher grade, may not play in a finals game, in a lower grade, players who play in two (2) or more games in the same weekend can only count the game played in the higher grade as qualifying for finals. Clubs who have more than one (1) team in any division of the same age group playing in finals games on the same weekend will be allowed free interchange of players for that weekends finals games provided they do not play more than one (1) game on the same weekend (unless special circumstances arise, which must be approved by the GM - Football Operations or representative). This regulation can be altered by the Executive if the number of home and away games change or other circumstances arise. Any change must be circulated to clubs as soon as possible. 
Player Y  has played 4 games in the Under 12A’s and 2 games in the Under 12C’s he/she can play in either team in the finals as they have not reached the qualifying mark in the higher grade.

Player Z has played 8 of 14 games in the 16 B’s (the team had 1 bye) he has played 2 games for the 16C’s. They cannot play in the 16 C finals as they have reached the qualifying mark in a higher grade.
Player F  has played 7 games in the Under 14Ds (under the “two year rule”) and 8 in the Under 12As.  The Under 14Ds season is 15 rounds and they have had 3 byes.  He is therefore ineligible to play Under 12A finals as he has played more than half plus one games in a higher division (i.e. 15 – 3 = 12, 12 / 2 = 6, 6 + 1 = 7 games).  

Player G  is an Under 16 player.  His club has both their Under 16As and Under 16Bs in the finals.  The club is allowed free interchange of this player provided they are playing on the same weekend.  Normal eligibility rules shall apply when one side is eliminated or the teams do not play on the same weekend.  

(b) Subject to regulation 7.2 (a) herein, any registered player is eligible to play in any higher grade or subject to regulation 2.2 (a) (the “two year rule”) any higher age group providing he/she has played at least four (4) home and away games for his/her club, and at least two (2) games for the team they wish to represent in the finals. 

Player H has played 4 games in the Under 14As and none in the Under 16As, though he is eligible under the “two year rule” to play in the Under 16s.  He cannot  play finals in the Under 16As.

Player K has played 12 games in the Under 14 B and 2 in the Under 14 A, he can play finals for the Under 14 A team should he be selected to do so.

(c) Any registered player is eligible to play in any lower grade or if eligible under regulation 2.2 (a) (the “two year rule”) any lower age group subject to regulation 7.2 (a) herein. 

Player I  has played 6 games in the Under 16As and none in the Under 14As, though he is eligible under the “two year rule” to play in the Under 14s.  He can not play finals in the Under 14As as he has not played 2 games for the team he wishes to play finals for.
(d) These regulations do apply to Under 18 division, save the player must have played at least six (6) games in that division or, subject to regulation 2.2 (a) (the “two year rule”), a lower division with their own club. This includes players participating in the TAC Cup Under 18 Competition. 

Player J has played 6 games in the Under 16As and is eligible to play Under 18s under the “two year rule”.  He is eligible to play in the Under 18s should he be selected for finals.  

Player J has played 5 games in the Under 18s for his club and 12 in the TAC Cup Under 18 competition.  He is not eligible for Under 18s finals for his club. 
